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Cathy Xu (she/her): Okay, cool. So, the date is April 13, 2021, and the interviewer is Cathy Xu
(she/her/hers), and the interviewee is Raven Hudson (they/them). And do you consent to video
and audio recording that will be publicly available on a website eventually?

Raven Hudson (they/them): Yes.

Imagining gender, sexuality, and liberation

CX: Perfect [laughs]. So, the first question is: What role has imagination and/or fantasy played
in your life? How has it been formative for you?

RH: So, I think I've only really started thinking a lot about it recently, just in terms of sort of
conversations that have been happening around broader issues like about abolition and also
trans and queer liberation and things like that, and how important imagination is to the process
of transforming our current society into something that is better, because that's really the only
way to do that, since we can't tangibly change things where we are right now, like you know, I
think imagination is one of the few outlets and ways of retaining sort of hope in terms of what
we might be able to create in the future and envisioning that.

And then, I also just think that imagination is really important in terms of gender and queerness,
especially as a person of color, because I think you really have to be able to think beyond what
everyone is sort of presented originally, like the typical model of heterosexuality and binary
gender that we are all given and told the story of multiple times since we enter the world. I
think, obviously, like we have other people's stories, which also involve imagination, I guess,
but like we have other people's stories and other theoretical frameworks and stuff to imagine
past strictly the gender binary and heterosexuality. But I think it also involves a lot of personal
imagination, in order to really absorb those concepts for yourself of gender nonconformity and
queerness, and then being able to truly imagine and create your gender and your sexuality for
what you want it to be. Because there's like all sorts of labels that I think—I personally like
labels, because I think that they have usefulness in terms of just being like guideposts for
people to take and do what they want, like models that people can start with to then build off of.
I mean, obviously, you're not—somebody's not going to be like, “I'm a lesbian, which includes
being attracted to men,” because that's just simply not the definition of being a lesbian. But you
can—like people use the concept of being a lesbian to mean different things personally to them,
and so I think like it's really important and inspiring to see how people take certain labels or
words that I think some people sometimes see as limiting, but using them instead to be really
generative, and playing around with them, and taking a lot of inspiration and liberty with those
labels in using them to further their imagination of creating their gender and queer identity for
themselves. So, that was a long answer. Um but yeah, I think those are my thoughts on that
question.

CX: Yeah, thank you. And maybe if you could go into um…Yeah, I completely agree with you.
I'm wondering if you could go into more detail about some examples in which imagination, like
you mentioned labels, but also maybe outside of personal development, like how it might be
important for thinking societally and what imagination’s role is in, like you mentioned, queer
and trans liberation, for example. If you could elaborate more.



RH: Mhm, yeah. So, I think firstly, imagination plays a huge role in terms of just sort of saying
like, “Fuck the gender binary. Fuck heterosexuality. Fuck just all of the mainstream narratives
about everything,” and I think that queer people and trans people use imagination a lot to really
just create, honestly, whole other worlds that queer people exist in, kind of alongside the
heterosexual world—of this not literal, spatial, but conceptual landscape of places where
people—where the rules just don't apply anymore. I feel like when there's times when me or
other people have entered spaces that are self-created spaces and that aren't, you know, limited
spaces, or anything like that, or spaces that you enter the space and you know that you're not
like really existing in heterosexual society anymore, because you're just in this place where
suddenly you can do anything or be anything that you want. And oh, I feel like I was going to
say something else related to that, maybe it'll come back to me, but yeah.

And then I think in terms of sort of liberation—it goes back to how queer liberation can’t
happen without the liberation of Black people and trans people and Black trans women and sex
workers, and how liberation involves completely reimagining the world that we live in and the
structures. And it's about gender freedom and sexuality freedom, but how those can't happen as
well without freedom from like the prison industrial complex and policing and things like that,
because, you know, in terms of hierarchy of needs, you can't realize things about your gender if
you don't have the basic, like if you're in prison or if you're not receiving the basic housing and
safety and food that you need. And so, it's about providing those things to everyone, so that
everyone is then able to also more fully realize and imagine their gender and sexuality, because
that's just not something that people have the time to think of if they're also just thinking about
like where they're going to sleep tonight, or what they're going to eat.

CX: Yeah, and I was wondering if you could talk more about what you mentioned about
creating a new world almost, like a new space. So, maybe if you could describe more in what
you see that, like you know, basically if you could imagine just whatever you wanted, what the
world would be like. What would it be like? And also, you mentioned a lot of politics, what
would the politics be like of that world? Yeah, basically just go for it [laughs].

RH: Um I mean I don't know exactly about being as creatively descriptive as I feel like other
people could be, but I think, for one, just like—For me, entering a space like that looks like,
where I can recognize in everyone else that I see around me and that they also know that—I feel
like there's a lot about recognition and—like when I enter a queer space, I know that people are
not making the same assumptions about me or my gender or sexuality, based on how I might
look in that moment, like based on how I look like. With other queer and trans people, there's
more of an understanding of: I know that because you have similar experiences with your body
and with your gender and sexuality that I do, that you can you know, that it is more complex
than what you are seeing right now. And you understand that if I’m dressed a certain way, that
is part of my gender, but it's not all of it. And so, I feel like the ideal world would be where
queer and trans people could be out in the streets, just in public, having fun, and doing whatever
they want, being dressed however they want, and not being judged for it, or not being scared of
facing violence for it, or—But even just beyond that, just knowing that everyone around you
has that understanding of everything is more complex than just how you might be presenting at
that moment, like everyone just having a more complex understanding of gender.



So yeah, I think it would just be like, in my head, I'm like, “Oh, it's just really vibrant, and
everyone's just like…you know how frolics is. Everyone's dressed super nice, and you're like,
‘Wow, it's like a music festival.’” I feel like it’s like that kind of vibe, where everyone's just
really pulling out all the stops, just being really outrageous and unapologetic and—uh, what
was the other word—like where everyone's just wearing whatever the fuck that they want,
whether that’s really nice or really crazy or really weird—maybe that's crazy clothes and maybe
that's just some swim trunks or something, but it’s everyone just being able to have fun and not
worry about anything.

Politics of radical love

And I guess in terms of politics, I mean, in an ideal world, everyone would be an abolitionist
and would operate, I think, from a place of not just the really neo-liberal, generalized message
of “love conquers everything” in a way that ends up actually harming people, because you're
like glossing over so many actual harms that have been done and differences and stuff, and
more towards radical love of “we are going to care about everyone, whether or not they're a
good or bad person, and we're going to make sure that everyone is housed and fed, and we're
not going to try to police people's gender, sexuality, or bodies in any way, shape, or form.” Um
yeah, I think that's all I have to say about that.

Imagining, creating, reinventing self (gender presentations, name changes, hair, clothes)

CX: Okay, cool. And in relation to that, imagining if given no real-world restrictions, what
would be the “ultimate self” or elements of it that you would imagine for yourself?

RH: Um I mean I think I’m not the most creative person in terms of—because I feel like I’m
just very simple in how I exist in the world. I mean I'm working on it, because I’m trying to like
even just wear more color, like you know that, but um…I think for me, I guess this would count
as imagination. I recently have been thinking a lot more about getting top surgery, but also I’m
not someone—I'm someone who's kind of more transmasculine, but also I’m not a binary
transmasc, like trans man person, and so I think that's required of me a lot of imagination in
terms of like—I mean less imagination in that there are queer and trans ancestors who have
done this same thing before, who are women or non-binary people who've had top surgery who
aren’t binary trans people but still do get top surgery and that means different things to them.
So, there's like that. But, I think within sort of broader society, it requires a lot of imagination to
be able to shape what that means to yourself, because I think there was a lot of times when I
was like, “I’m not trans,” or “I don’t need to get top surgery, because I’m a woman,” or “I don't
need to get top surgery, because I’m not trying to fully transition,” and so it's like imagining and
recognizing that your body and also your identity can look and involve whatever you want. It
doesn't matter whether or not you fit certain categories, like you can alter your body however
you want. It doesn't matter about that.

And I also think that even before I had any kind of gender feelings, I changed my name in a
totally un-gender related context. And I think it also just happened, because I was just like,
“Oh, I just like this name.” But also, my name comes from sort of influences I had when I was a
child and the movies and the TV shows I watched, like Teen Titans, the books I read, like the



Raven Boys series. The Raven Cycle series is what it's actually called. And characters in those
books and TV shows that I really enjoyed and identified with and was just like I enjoy these
worlds where there's either—I mean, I'm not really a big superheroes fan, but I liked the
character of Raven, and I also feel like my other second favorite character there was Beast Boy
and how he's a shapeshifter. And the Raven Cycle, it's this very pseudo magical world, where
it's very normal, but also there’s magic. It's one of those kinds of things. It’s not high fantasy.
It’s just like they're living in the world, but there's also kind of peripheral magic. There's dream
magic: there's this boy that pulls things out of his dreams, and one of them is a raven and all
these things of kind of like a normal world where anything is possible. And so, I think that
those things had a lot of influence on me, in terms of like—I don't really tell, like I'm not
like—because people are like, “Oh, how did you get your name,” and it always feels kind of
dumb to be like, “Oh, they came from this book series, or “they came from this show that I
watched,” because I wasn't like, “Oh, I want to name myself after those.” It was just kind of
like this name feels right, and it also happens to kind of be connected to these things that I
watched or read when I was an adolescent, and so I don't really consider them to come straight
from those, to be like where my name comes from, but I also think they also did influence a lot
of me as a person.

And so, I think there's also that aspect of self-creation, like I love being able to be a part of the
process for other trans people or immigrants of color that I know, who have changed their
name, and that's something that I really love being able to be a part of, being like, “No, you can
reinvent yourself,” and not in a like, “You’re going to go to a new school. You're going to
change everything about yourself. You’re going to not be the old person that you were,” but just
in the way that if you don't feel attached to a way, like a name or a way that you're existing in
the world, you can just change it. You can create the self that you want to be. Like how trans
people have this this whole—there’s this running joke of how trans people name themselves
after weird objects and weird things, but I love that for them. I mean, as someone who has the
same name as an animal, I think that—but that act of really having a lot—like a hand in sort of
your self identity and also how you present to the world is really important.

Because I think societally, it's like, “Yeah, yeah, yeah, your parents give you your name and that
makes sense, because your parents know you” and blah, but it’s like bitch, you were a fucking
baby. Like not that every parent should, you know, wait to name you until you whatever, but I
think it should be more normalized that, you know, sometimes you just choose a different name,
because sometimes your parents didn't really know, and a lot of times parents will admit that
“Yeah, yeah, yeah, we kind of chose that name, because we just didn't really know what else,”
or maybe someone else picked the name, and it wasn't really what it would’ve—it might not
have even been what your parent wanted it to be. And so, I think there's a lot about—you
should be able to pick like, I don't know, like who you want to be, including your name and
your physical appearance and all of that. And I think for a lot of people—because I know a lot
of trans—well, I've heard of a lot of trans people, just on the Internet, that a lot of people do end
up naming themselves after characters that they encountered when they were younger. And so, I
think that in that way, I think fantasy ends up playing a large part, whether you intentionally
pick a character name or, in my case, kind of accidentally sort of pick a character name that was
influential, but also kind of wasn't.



CX: Yeah, I think you talk about a lot of interesting things, like I have a lot of different
questions. I guess, we can start off with just in terms of reinventing yourself, I think it's really
interesting everything you've been saying about reinvention. And I'm wondering—you
mentioned how you have reinvented your name, and you are considering top surgery as a way
of reinvention. I'm wondering if you can talk about other ways that you have reinvented
yourself, other ways you would like to reinvent yourself, and why these ways are important to
you.

RH: Mhm I mean, I guess this is pretty stereotypical but like freshman year high school, or not
high school, like college, I shaved my head during the second semester, because I had a quarter
shave—which honestly, when I got a quarter shave in high school, that was around the same
time that I was like, “I’m gay. I'm queer.” And so, that was a whole other thing. I feel like hair
ends up influencing a lot of people, because you never really realized how much it has to do
with how you feel about yourself, but it really does. I think potentially just because a lot of
times women or AFAB people, especially will just grow out their hair really long and maybe
cut it some, but don't really end up experimenting with it that much, and it's just such a thing
that people get used to. And it's so scary to change, because it can take so long to grow back,
that you just don't really do.

But anyway, freshmen year of college, I shaved my head. And before that, I feel like I had
dressed a lot more femme. I had been through a phase in high school, where I dressed really,
really femme, and I had been—I had made my way past that. I was like, “Okay, I know that I'm
not high femme. I'm more of like casual whatever.” But I still dressed a lot more femme. I wore
a lot more makeup. And then, after I shaved my head, which was mostly just to get rid of the
side shave, because I was like, “There's not a good way to grow this out. I'm just going to shave
my head.” Um after that I was like, which I think to an extent, it's also about societal
expectations about people with short hair. I mean I don't really think it was that for me, but I
mean I don't want to say, like every person that shaves their head is going through some kind of
gender crisis and probably will end up being butch. But for me, I was like, suddenly when I
didn't have hair, I was like it feels weird wearing feminine clothes, like it doesn't feel right to
me. And so, then I started wearing more masculine clothes, like I stopped wearing dresses
pretty much all together. I think, since I shaved my head, I maybe wore a dress once or twice,
but I was like that just doesn't feel right to me anymore. And so, then, I kind of went and began
the journey of changing how I dressed and just not really dressing feminine at all anymore. And
so, that's kind of, I guess, how that happened. And then I also just was inspired by a lot of the
other trans and transmasc people in my life—because I, coincidentally, know a lot of
transmasculine people, which should have been a sign anyway—and how they dressed and
stuff.

And then, I guess in terms of what I would want to do in the future um…I mean, I think, as
anybody does, you're constantly evolving your wardrobe and trying to alter how your style is
and grow into your style. Because I think even in college, a lot of people are still trying to
figure out how to dress, because it's like gotta get dressed every day, so you don't necessarily
like, and you have clothes, and it's a lot of work to go shopping for new clothes and a lot of
money and figuring all that out. So, I feel like it's such a long process to—or like, you have to
get dressed every, day so you're not necessarily like “Oh, I also have time to figure out how I



want to change my wardrobe when I just have to go do shit every day and just be wearing
clothes while i'm doing it.” And so, I think I'm still sort of trying to figure out like how do I
create a wardrobe and get the clothes that actually are more similar to sort of the way I want my
fashion sense to look. I’m like I need more summer clothes, like I only really started figuring
out last summer that I don't want to wear short shorts or high waisted shorts anymore, like I
want to wear boy shorts, you know, and that long, loose shorts are what I enjoy wearing, not
like any kind of tight, Jean shorts. And I don't know how it took me that long to figure that out,
but I finally have. Um and then I think the only other thing is kind of top surgery I think
um…because I don't really know what I'm going to do with my hair next. That’s a separate
question, but yeah, I think that's it for those questions.

Imagining fantastically (powers, shapeshifting, animals)

CX: I'm curious if—I know you said that you claim that you're not the most creative person, but
I’m curious as to—I feel like so far, we talked a lot about imagination based in our reality, and I
also know that, like at one point, you mentioned that the novels that you enjoy were the type
where it was, you know, kind of like “this is daily life, but then magic exists”—which I also
love those types of novels as well.

But I'm wondering if there any ways that are logistically not possible in our reality that you
would want, whether it's for yourself or for the world in general.

RH: Could you say more?

CX: Yeah, I mean you can even start off with just your personal self, like if there are any things
appearance wise or powers that you wish you could have that are more fantastical and aren't the
type of things that, you know, you could just start doing in our reality. I don't know if that helps,
like reframing the question that way.

RH: Yeah, um…I mean, I guess sort of like…I mean, I wish that I could have basically every
power that any of the characters in The Raven Cycle have, because one of them basically can do
foresty shit. I mean he can do other stuff, but like—or being able to not just read tarot, but
like—and I don't mean I want to be able to—well, I guess like there’s characters that can kind
of read tarot in a more, not future telling way, but in just a more magical way. Or being able to
pull things out of dreams. I feel like those are all really cool powers. Would be cool to see in the
dark.

And then, I don't know. I feel like one of my—you know those questions where they're always
like, “Oh, what superpower would you have?” I feel like a lot of times I lean towards
shapeshifting, but then I’m always caught, because I don't really want it just so that I can wake
up and have a different hair color every day or anything, because I feel like I generally kind of
how I just look. Because I feel like people are like, “Oh, I want to shapeshift, so I could look
kind of different everyday,” or whatever. I don't really want that. But at the same time, I don't
really know if I would, like it would be kind of cool to be able to change into animals, but
also—I think I put this as an answer on my thing. I was like it'd be cool if I could just change
into one, like that thing in Harry Potter—which is redacted, we hate Harry Potter—but like the



thing where it's like you just have one animal that you can turn into and that’s based on your
personality, or whatever. And it's like you have one—so, maybe if you had one or two that you
could change into, that'd be kind of cool, but I don't really want to be able to change into any
animal or any object ever. That's honestly kind of weird, I don't know. So, I feel like
shapeshifting in that way would be pretty cool.

I feel like I eliminated the whole thing about wings, because I'm scared of heights, so I wouldn't
want that. Maybe controlling different elements could be cool. I don't know which one, but
living in the Avatar world where you get one of them, like that'd be pretty cool. So again, I feel
like just things that are kind of it's like almost regular world, like there's like a little bit, maybe
you can manipulate one thing or something. It's kind of cool.

CX: Yeah, I'm thinking back to your survey response. You mentioned that you would also be
interested in being a witch, which to me like, obviously, there are historical witches. Witches
exist in our reality, but also can be very much so magical. I’m wondering if that's something
that you're still interested in and what type of a witch you would be and what powers you would
have…and yeah, we just we can start from there.

RH: Oh so, if I was a witch, what would I want my power to be? Hm…that's complicated, just
because I don't really know what the different kinds of witches are. I guess like…now, I'm just
trying to remember things in books where they can have certain areas that they specialize in and
stuff….

CX: Yeah, I mean to me, I see like potions witch or like—I don't know why I really associate
witches with herbs, kind of like herbal medicine, healing-wise, future telling maybe…um yeah
[laughs]. I mean you don't have to have an answer as well. I was just curious.

RH: No, I don't think I really know.

CX: Okay, yeah. I’m wondering if maybe, do you know what type of—you mentioned that you
would only want to be able to shapeshift within like restricted amounts of versions. What are
the forms that you would be interested in?

RH: I mean, okay. I did just say I wouldn't want wings, because I’m scared of heights, but also,
I feel like in this alternate timeline or whatever, it would be established, because, I don't know,
you're always able to turn into this animal or whatever, so it wouldn’t matter. I feel like there's
obviously a bird or a raven, since that's my name and that would be pretty sick. But then, I think
also, it'd be cool to be some kind of dog-like creature, not like a wolf, because I feel like that's
so stereotypical—maybe like a fox or a coyote or something. But I feel like those would be
cool, because they're not too big. They're a reasonable size, and they can do cool shit, but
they're also like—I don't know. Also I feel like, in general, it's better to be a predator animal,
because what if you accidentally get eaten? And then, on the kind of more crazy side, I feel like
it'd be cool to be a dragon, but that would obviously be a bit more fantasy world, because it's
not like—couldn't just kind of turn into one of those whenever, because dragons are—people
would be way more freaked out if they saw a dragon. But, in general, I also just think it would
be cool if we lived in a world with dragons, and I feel like—this is a different topic, but I feel



like something I talk about a lot is like, “Oh, I wish we lived in a world where there were
dragons,” or “I wish we lived in the Pokémon world, because that would just be such a better
existence” [laughs]. Would be cool to just have cute animals that you just get to have in your
house. I mean, obviously, people have pets, but Pokémon are way cooler, and you could also
have battles with them, and they're like little animal familiars. So yeah, so dragon also an
option, but I don't know if I would necessarily want to be a dragon, or just have a dragon, you
know? So…

CX: Yeah, like maybe you would be a dragon rider or something?

RH: Yeah, yeah.

CX: Yeah, and I mean on that note, if you have any—I feel like so far we've been very reality
based. But if you want to like, you know—if what you want is a world where there's dragons,
we can talk about that, like we can talk about more fantastical, more extreme worlds. And even
your idea of, you know, maybe you want to be a raven, or maybe you want to be a dragon, but
then like you're scared of heights, like the world can just be a world in which you're not scared
of heights to begin with. And then you know…Yeah, I don't know if you have any things that
you would want to explore in terms of a more like fantastical world for yourself.

RH: Yeah, yeah, I mean I guess it also would be cool—I always think it would be cool if it was
like—you know, there's TV shows or whatever, where it's like this dragon, or there’s still
dinosaurs still around, or there’s like weird creatures like Pokémon, but humans just exist with
them. I guess it's just weird, because a lot of things where there dragons are medieval and high
fantasy stuff, which I'm not as much of a fan of, but I do like the concept of living in a world
where there are dragons, because that’d just be really cool.

Loving and being loved

CX: Okay, perfect. Um, and we can move on to the topic which is: How do you enjoy loving
and being loved? So, we can start off with the first question being: How do you like to be loved
by others? What are ways of love that you especially appreciate receiving?

RH: Hm um…I think that like…it’s a complicated question, because I feel like I'm definitely
still trying to figure that out. I’ve had conversations with some of my friends recently, where,
you know, there is the love languages test, but sometimes you have to kind of take it twice,
because it's like if you take it based on how do you like to receive love versus how do you like
to give love, because sometimes they're different, but sometimes they’re the same. And so, I
think there's still ways that I’m figuring out which things it is. I mean I'm definitely not really a
gift giver and not really a gift receiver. And then, words of affirmation, I still don't really know
what that even means.

But I think for me, and honestly, I feel like probably for a lot of people of color, just because we
exist in such a world where like we're expected to do all sorts of labor all the time, it means a
lot coming from friends and partners—who often are also people of color so then it’s
complicated—but I think acts of service is something that I’ve recently realized is really



meaningful to me to receive, because I think in certain times, I'm not always offered that,
because I'm expected to be doing things for other people, and so it means a lot to me. And I still
have to work on accepting when people offer to do stuff, but it means a lot to me when other
people do want to do things for me to make my life easier or just be like, “You don't have to do
this small task, because I’ll do it for you,” or something. And so, I think that's been really
meaningful and that's a way that I think I enjoy receiving love.

And then, I also think quality time is really important, in like just being able to exist in spaces
with other people. That’s kind of the only thing about that, and then physical touch is, I think,
so important, and I think everyone has realized how important that is, you know, in the last year
because of COVID. For me, it's not so much in like, “Oh, if I'm feeling sad in this particular
moment, I want someone to hug me,” but just being able to cuddle with my friends, or like I
feel like I trust someone enough or that they trust me enough to be able to show them physical
affection, because I know that's not—because it's a very, I think, intimate thing to—I think, I
mean some people, I guess, maybe aren't as aware of this as other people, but it's just like, I
think it's a very intimate thing to have a relationship with someone where, you know, that you
can just go up to them and put your arm around them or do something, because physical space
is such a personal thing that I think—I guess it is different, because different people grow up in
different households or different things where people may have similar understandings about all
of that stuff. But I think it means a lot to me in how I express love, like I know that when I’m l
friends with someone, when I feel like I am really close to them, I’ll maybe not know exactly
how to express that, but I try to by showing more physical affection cause I'm like this is
how—in my brain, I'm like, this is how I can show this person I love and trust them by, I don't
know, hugging them or putting my arm on their shoulder or on their head or something. And so,
I think that's sort of a way of giving and receiving love.

And then, I think, for me, I do enjoy doing acts of service, but I like to make sure it's something
that the person wants, you know? But yeah, I think I—and I want to be able to talk about it in
terms other than just kind of the love languages, but also, I feel like that's kind of the best
language that I have for it. So yeah, but I think—And also, just being treated by my friends how
I like, like treating my friends how I want to be treated, like checking in with them and/or
holding them accountable, or just like, I know that they'll take care of me, and I’ll take care of
them—all that good stuff. But yeah.

CX: Cool, yeah. And I just want to be sure—I think you answered, you gave some answers to
the next question, which is: How do you enjoy loving people? And how do you enjoy
expressing love and care for others? Because I do think the two are interrelated, but just in case
you have anything else you want to add on specifically for that question…

RH: Yeah, I mean I’m not—I don't think I'm the best chef. Or I think I'm a pretty good chef. I
just don't think I know that many things, like I don't know that many recipes yet, but I really do
like cooking for people, which I feel like is a pretty basic answer, but it's fun to cook for other
people. When I can, I like to make art for people. When it's people's birthdays, I tend to make a
handmade card or something. Um…doo doo doo, what else? Um…yeah, and I feel like I've like
learned a lot from my friends about ways of gift giving that aren’t gifts, but that are like
bringing someone flowers or something. So, not something that’s like, “Oh, here's this like



random trinket that now you have to figure out what to do with,” but things like food, like a
snack, or flowers, or something small that just lets people know that you were thinking about
them. And so, I feel like I've like learned that from other people that I really like and then enjoy
doing for my friends too. Yeah, I feel like those are like the main things. I'm trying to think of
any other examples of…

Oh, something that’s been weird is that—I mean, I don't know, I guess, maybe other people do.
I really like to share media that I've enjoyed with other people, and it's weird, because I
don't—I'm not always the best at taking music or movie or TV show or book recommendations
from other people, like sometimes I do, sometimes I don't. That's also just because I don't
necessarily have time, but I’m kind of bad at doing that, but I love giving recommendations to
other people of things that I've enjoyed so that then they can enjoy them, because either—I
mean I guess part of it is I want someone else to talk about it with, but it's, to me, it's like, “Oh,
I’ve watched this thing and really enjoyed it and experienced this joy from it that I also want
you to experience that same joy that I know that you will.” And so, that's something that I really
like doing, and I often also read or watch that thing with the person, while they're doing it. So, it
then also becomes something that we can share, and it's like quality time that we spend
together. Or if I'm not with them, or if it's just that might not be what we have time for, either
way I like for them to watch or read it and and then talk with me about it. And just I like
sharing that experience with people, less about like “Now, we have this common thing to talk
about,” even though that's something good, but more in the sense that, like I said, this thing
really made me happy, and I also want you to experience the same thing and be made happy by
it. So, that's something else, but yeah.

CX: I think that totally makes sense. I think I do the same thing as well. I don't think it's weird
[laughs]. I think it's nice to let people know that you're thinking of them, and that, like you said,
you want to share joy with them. And I also think that, obviously, like you said, some people,
some things, and others, other things, because it shows that you also know, like understand,
them as people and what they are interested in.

Yeah, and the last question—well, not last, third question about love would be: How do you
love yourself?

Investing in oneself

RH: Hm…tough question. I mean I feel like I've learned a lot in the past like two years about
sort of what that means. And I mean, I think it goes back to a lot of the other things that we
talked about, about really investing in time in myself, in terms of devoting time to figuring out
my gender and sexuality and respecting my own desires to do those things. I think, especially
more recently, giving myself permission and validating myself about my feelings about my
body and what I want to do with it and being like, “You can want that, and you should take
steps to fulfill what you want.” And then, I also think, just similarly, just devoting time to
myself through therapy and figuring out, sorting through my shit and establishing boundaries
and spending more time away from home and, obviously, being lucky enough to do that. But I
think just giving myself the proper space as an adult to do those things and not feeling guilty
about it, which came about through therapy. So, I think therapy has really helped a lot of things.



I think also my friends and community and therapy have helped a lot in terms of making me
similarly spend more time on myself in the way of like not overworking myself and giving
myself more breaks and taking, honestly, so many days of the week where I just don't do work,
and I'm just like “I'm just going to watch TV,” or I’m just going to go outside, or just spend all
day doing nothing, or go spend the whole second half of this day or this whole day with my
girlfriend, and like not worry about shit. And so, I think that like one, because I had a horrible
fall semester and just was doing horribly mentally and physically. But I think that just also, I
think, it's about learning to invest and devote time and energy to yourself in the realms of rest
and figuring out what you want and, like I said, giving yourself permission and time to imagine
your gender and your sexuality and your identity as a person. And then, also just like figuring
out, like sorting through your shit, and becoming a better person, but also just making things
easy on yourself, because now you've sorted out your shit, and you don't have to think about
that stuff anymore. But yeah, I think that would be my answer.

CX: Okay, cool. And yeah, I mean I think you've touched upon a lot of really important things
that we need to keep in mind for ourselves.

And I'm wondering, in terms of like, I know that you said that you don't want to be a part of the
mural? Or maybe not? But just thinking about in terms of whether—I’ve been asking people if I
were to paint them visually, like representing them loving and being loved in the ways that they
prefer, what are the ways that you see these forms of love being materialized? Whether it's
through actions or objects. I know you’ve mentioned, for example, like hugging and physical
affection as actions…Like yeah, maybe thinking about love as material actions, objects.

RH: Mhm. Um…I mean, I guess, I don't know if this is my best answer, but I think in the past
year, I've gotten way more into candles and incense and stuff, and I think that those have been
useful ways that I’ve been creating a better environment for myself, like it smells good, and it
feels nice. And also, those things have helped me to center myself or even de-stress, like
sandalwood literally has healing properties. And so, I feel like incense smoke or lit candles are
kind of things that have been a larger part of my life recently that I think somewhat connect to
some of the stuff we've talked about…Yeah, I think that's kind of the most tangible thing, like
example, that I could really give, yeah.

CX: Yeah, I mean yeah, candles and incense are really nice.

Is there anything else that you would like to add about imagination, fantasy, love, or anything
that you feel like you haven't been able to speak to yet?

Final thoughts on imagination opening new possibilities of gender and sexuality

RH: Hm…I don't know if this will be repetitive, but I think just imagination and love have been
very connected in—I think for me, sort of in everything, but I think most prominently in sort of
being able to realize for myself and help other people realize how to be their best and freest
selves, because I really feel like my friends who are trans and queer have helped me to realize
that I can imagine myself to be whatever. Again, sort of going back to the many different times
that I’ve helped my trans friends choose new names for themselves, or even just queer friends



choose new names for themselves, and how that's always been a really fun and joyous process
for me and the other person, and how I think that having conversations about gender and
sexuality are really tied to imagining beyond what we've all been taught for so long, like before
people have realizations about their gender and sexuality. And so, being able to open up new
possibilities and worlds for other people, like yeah just changing people’s perceptions about
what's possible to be, that also ultimately has a lot to do with their ability to be able to fully like
love themselves and stuff like that. Um yeah. I think that's the only other thing that I would say,
which was also probably similar to something I said earlier, so I don't know but—

T4T Relationships

CX: But it's an important message to re-emphasize. Yeah, and I guess similarly, is there any
message that you want to leave anyone who may be watching?

RH: Um I guess, just that anything—you can really be—your gender and your sexuality can
mean anything that you want it to mean to you, because it is about you.

Also, this is kind of something different that I don't know if this is a message, or if it's
something else. But being in a T4T relationship has also been very healing and very possibility
opening to me, because it means so much to be able to be with someone else, who, I know,
understands and sees me for who, like they understand complicated relationships with gender,
and they like—And so, I don't know, basically, if you're a trans person of color, I suggest you
date another trans person of color, because it's just so wonderful and so different, and it's great
to not have to be explaining—explaining yourself to someone all the time. There are options,
besides—like you don't have to date cis people, and you don't have to date white people. You
can just simply say, “I'm not going to do it anymore,” and I promise that there will be trans
people of color out there, like there are. You can just say no. You can just unclick those boxes,
and you will find love with a trans person of color. So, that is something else I will say, that you
can also imagine and believe that you don't have to settle for someone who's white and cis.

CX: Cool, yeah. Okay, if there's nothing else that you would like to add, then we could end
here.

RH: Yeah, I think that's good.

CX: Okay, perfect. Thank you so much.

RH: No problem. Thanks for picking me.

CX: Of course.


